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ASH WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2024

The Bidding
Dear People of God:

The first Christians observed with great devotion the days
of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the
custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of
penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time
in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of
notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the
faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and
restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole
congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and
absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the
need which all Christians continually have to renew their
repentance and faith. Iinvite you, therefore, in the name of
the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-
denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word.



First Reading Joel 12-13

The Lord says, return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not
your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and relents from punishing.

Gospel Matthew 16-21

Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.”

The Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create
and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
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Parish Office Hours

Monday - Friday 9am - 2pm
718-268-6021 office@stlukesforesthills.org

Sunday Worship Hours:
10:30am [church/Zoom]
Meeting ID: 897 4444 1960 Passcode: STLWORSHIP

Church school: 10:15am on 15t & 274/3r Sundays, Sept-June
Nursery care is available for children under 4

In Case of Pastoral Emergency:
Father Bo Reynolds 718-268-6022
Deacon Joe Occhiuto 718-290-6568
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